€. R, B, CLAFLIN.

INDICATING DEVICE.
APPLICATION FILED MAY 11, 1808,

1.072,426.

Patented Sept. 8, 1913.

2 SEEETS—SHEET 1,

S .

.

e

LWilriesses
it
Reoberd H-Kommm b,

pe

Chcrleos RB. Claflin

by




C. R. B. CLATLIN.
INDICATING DEVICE,
APPLICATION FILED MAY 11, 1908,

1,072,426. Patented Sept. 9, 1913,

2 SHEETS—SHEET 2,

lWiitriesses.: Lrveretor
Plate= L oo Charles RB.Claftin,

7 ; | - Jlys.




10

15

20

- 25

30

40

50

UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES R. B. CLAFLIN,

OF BOSTOI\T, WMASSACHTUSETTS, ASSIGNOR, BY MESNE

ASSTIGNMENTS, TO ATLANTIC NATIONAL BANK, OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE
ISLAND, A CORPORATION OF RHEODE ISLAND. :

INDICATING PEVICE.

1,072,426.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Sept. 9, 19130

'Applica‘cien 4led May 11, 1908. Serial No. 432,177,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Crmarces R. B. Crar-
LIN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State
of Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
ment in Indicating Devices, of which the fol-
lowing description; in connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification,
like letters on the drawings representing like
parts. . i

This invention relates to indicating de-
vices, being more particularly concerned
with indicating or signaling systems which
are intended for the display of words, num-
bers, characters or other symbols or mani-
festations in response to the actuation of 2

‘suitable sending or operating device.

This invention, while in some respects ap-
plicable to other systems, is more partict-
larly concérned with systems employing one
or more groups of signaling or indicating de-

vices, which, without necessary change in’

relative position, are caused to be selectively
actuated so as to display one or more charac-
ters, symbols or other visual indication, and
thereby convey desired information.

As illustrative of well-known indicators
of this class may be mentioned one provided
with one or more groups of image-creating
devices, such, for example, as incandescent
lamps provided each with a screen or cther

- means for converting the light from its lamp

when the latter is energized into a character-
istic visual symbol, such, for example, as a
digit or letter, and provided with means
either nearby or at a distance for selectively
energizing the individual members of the
group. In systems of this class previcusly
known to the prior art, the lamps of any one
oroup, together with their screens or the
Tike, have been arranged adjacent each other
as, for example, in vertical lines and where
a plurality of groups have been used, the
gronps have been arranged adjacent each
other as, for example, in parallel vertical
lines. The objection to this arrangement is
that when several individual indicating de-
vices from the various groups are simuliane-
ously rendeved effective for displaying sig-
nal censisting of charvacters intended {o_be
read together sich, for example, as a number
consisting of-three or four figures, they are
displayed in a scattered relation upon the

field of vision, one number appearing per-

haps near the top of one vertical line and the
next consecutive number near the bottom of
the next vertical line, so that not only is it
difficult for the eye to readily take them in,
but an additional effort is required mentally
to assemble the disconnected numerals into a.
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single number and receive the correct mental = .

impression of the transmitted signal.

One object of my invention is to obviate
this disadvantage, particularly in systems of
this class, 50 that other advantages of such
systems may be practically availed of.

This, and other objects and advantages of
my inyention, will be best understood by ref-
erence to the following description when
taken in connection with the.accompanying
illustration of one specific embodiment there-

“of, whild its scope will be more particularly’

pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings: Figuré 1 is a view in
partial section, partly diagrammatic and
partly constructional, showing the sending
and receiving devices of an indicating sys-
tem ‘embodying one form of my invention;
Fig. 2 is a detail, partly broken away, show-
ing a portion of the rear of the indicator;
Y1g. 3 is a detail showing a part of the front
of the indicator; Fig. 4 is a view, partially
diagrammatical, showing one application ox
the indicator illustrated in Fig. 1; Fig. 5 1s
a section, partly broken away, taken through
the sending device shown in Fig. 1; and Fig.
§ is-a view, partly broken away, showing the
dial plate on the sending device, such view
being shown as looking in the direction of
the arrow in Fig. 1. ‘ '

Referring to the drawings, particnlarly to
Wigs. 1 and 4, and to the embodiment of my
invention which T have there selected for
illustration, the same comprises a sending
or actuating instrument ¢ which is intended
to transmit information. to a station either
near or remote, to be there displayed in the
form of numbers, words, characters, symbols
or other visual effects.  In the system shown
in Fig. 4 I have shown two similar receiving
stations provided each with a receiving in-
strument designated , such receiving instra-
ment being equipped with means to display
npon a sultable field or background, such -
as the plate ¢, preferably of translucent ma-
terial as, for example, ground glass, one or
more symbols for the conveyance of infor-

.mation..
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